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algebraic treatment. Similar advantages are properly claimed 
for the standard deviation as a measure of dispersion or of the 
precision of an average or other statistical constant. Mr. Yule has 
especially in mind here the treatment of correlation. But, as Pro- 
fessor Edgeworth has suggested, the probable error has the ad- 
vantage (which the standard deviation lacks) of corresponding to 
"a definite notch on the scale of credibility," and the mode and 
median likewise have an advantage as to psychological definiteness. 
Such considerations lie fairly outside Mr. Yule's scheme of sta- 
tistical theory. 

The book is possibly deficient pedagogically in that it deals 
ab initio with general principles and only secondarily with concrete 
problems. That is, concrete problems are not employed in such 
a way as to indicate at once the significance of the general treat- 
ment or to stimulate interest in it. It will scarcely serve as a 
textbook, but should be invaluable to the serious student who 
wishes to gain a working knowledge of modern statistical methods. 
Economic statistics are not neglected, and figure among the well 
selected problems given with each chapter. The bibliographies are 
admirably discriminating and furnish the advanced student an 
adequate guide to the original memoirs in which the methods dis- 
cussed have been developed. One rarely finds a book in which the 
arithmetical work and proof-reading have been done so accurately. 

Allyn A. Young. 

Washington University. 
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